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Comparative Politics

Course Description

This course is intended to introduce students to the study of comparative politics. During the course of the semester, we will be exploring the development of comparative politics as a major subfield of political science, with special emphasis on the major concepts, issues, and problems which are critical in understanding political life and institutions across a wide range of countries and political systems. Although the course has no specific “regional” or “country” focus, students are encouraged to read up as much as possible about the politics history, culture, contemporary domestic and international developments in different countries and regions of the world.   

The course is divided into two parts. The first part surveys the historical development of comparative politics, the fundamentals of the comparative method, and the characteristics of different types of political regimes.  The second part of the course uses the new institutionalism approach and focuses on key political institutions and their role in governmental performance and democratic stability.

Course Requirements  

Attendance and Participation

This course has a seminar format. Therefore, it requires your active participation in every weekly meeting. Doing the readings and being prepared to contribute to the class discussion will be an important part of your final grade. Meaningful participation requires that you do the assigned readings in advance, think about what you have read, and come to class with ideas and questions about the weekly topics.  

Weekly Review 

Each week you are expected to write a 1-2 page review of that week’s readings. In your reviews you are expected to discuss:

1.The principal questions which the week’s readings pose and seek to answer.

2. The major theoretical or empirical strengths and weaknesses of the readings.

 (No additional/outside research is needed for these reviews)
The Weekly review and Questions should be sent to me via e-mail by 17:00 P.M. at the latest one day before the class meeting (i.e. Tuesday afternoon).  Delays in turning in this assignment on time will affect your final grade.  

Term Paper
You are also expected to write a term paper (approximately 10-15 pages, double-spaced) on one of the main topics that are included in the syllabus. A one-page outline of the paper is due on April 8. The paper itself is due on the last day of the class meeting.   
Final Exam

There will be an in-class final exam inclusive of all the readings and class discussions during the exam period at the end of the semester.

Grades

The final grade will be based on attendance and participation (20%), weekly reviews (20%), term paper (30%), and the final exam (30%).      

Readings

The readings for the course will be available for purchase as a package from Canon’s.    

February 18

Introduction and Organization

                         
February 25

Origins and Development of Comparative Analysis in Political Science
· 

Hans Daalder, “The Development of the Study of Comparative Politics,” in Hans Keman 



(ed.), Comparative Politics Amsterdam: Free University Press, 1993, 11-30. 

· 

Howard Wiarda, “Introduction: New Directions in Comparative Politics,” in Wiarda (ed.), New



Directions in Comparative Politics Boulder: Westview, 1991, 3-30.
Peter Mair, “Comparative Politics: An Overview,” in Robert E. Goodin and Hans-Dieter Klingeman (eds.), A New Handbook of Political Science New York: Oxford University Press, 1996, 309-335.

Frances Hagopian, “Political Development, Revisited,” Comparative Political Studies,

(August-September 2000), 880-911. 

March  4
     
The Comparative Method

David Collier, “The Comparative Method: Two Decades of Change,” in Dankwart A. Rustow and Kenneth Paul Erickson (eds.), Comparative Political Dynamics; Global Research Perspectives New York: Harper Collins, 1991, 7-31. 

Arendt Lijphart,  “Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method,” American Political Science Review, (September 1971),  682-693.

Giovanni Sartori, “Comparing, Miscomparing and the Comparative Method,” in Mattei Dogan and Ali Kazancigil (eds.), Comparing Nations: Concepts, Strategies, Substance, Oxford: Blackwell, 1994, 14-34. 

March 11

Democracy and Democratic Systems 

Robert Dahl, On Democracy New Haven: Yale University Press, 1998, 35-61, 83-99.

Philippe C.  Schmitter and Terry Lynn Karl, “What Democracy Is…and Is Not,” in Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner (eds.), The Global Resurgence of Democracy, Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996,  49-62. 
Arend Lijphart, Patterns of Democracy New Haven: Yale University Press, 1999, 9-47.

Larry Diamond, “Three Paradoxes of Democracy,” in Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner (eds.), The Global Resurgence of Democracy Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996, 111-123. 

March 18 

Authoritarianism and Authoritarian  Regimes 

Paul Broker,  Non-Democratic Regimes: Theory, Government, and Politics, New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2000,  7-35. 

Peter Calvert, Comparative Politics London: Longman, 2002, 272-296.

Larry Diamond, “Thinking About Hybrid Regimes,” Journal of Democracy (2002), 21-35.

Eva Bellin, “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Exceptionalism in Comparative Perspective,” Comparative Politics (January 2004), 139-157.
March 25

Regime Changes and Democratic Transitions

Juan J. Linz, The Breakdown of Democratic Regimes Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1978, 50-74.

Samuel P. Huntington, ”Democracy’s Third Wave,” in Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner (eds.), The Global Resurgence of Democracy Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996, 3-25.

Dankwart A. Rustow, “Transitions to Democracy: A Dynamic Model,” Comparative Politics (April 1970), 337-363

Nancy Bermeo, “Myths of Moderation: Confrontation and Conflict during Democratic Transitions,”

Comparative Politics (April 1997), 305-322.

April 1


Political Culture 

Gabriel Almond, “The Intellectual History of the Civic Culture Concept,” in Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba (eds.) The Civic Culture Revisited , Princeton: Princeton University Press,  1980, 1-36.

Arend Ljjphart, “The Structure of Inference,” in Almond and Verba (eds.), The Civic Culture Revisited , Princeton: Princeton University Press,  1980, 37-56.

Larry Diamond, “Introduction: Political Culture and Democracy,” in Diamond (ed.), Political Culture and Democracy in Developing Countries, Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 1994, 1-28..

Ruth Lane, “Political Culture: Residual Category or General Theory,” Comparative Political Studies 

(1992), 362-387. 

April 8


Political Parties 

Richard Gunther and Larry Diamond, “Types and Functions of Parties,” in Diamond and Gunther (eds.), Political Parties and Democracy  Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001, 3-39. 

Stefano Bartolini and Peter Mair, “Challenges to Contemporary Political Parties,” in Diamond and Gunther (eds.), Political Parties and Democracy  Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001, 327-343.

Joseph LaPalombara, “Reflections on Political Parties and Political Development, Four Decades Later,” Party Politics (2007), 141-154.

Anna Bosco and Leonardo Morlino, “What Changes in South European Parties? A Comparative Introduction,” South European Society and Politics (September-December 2006), 331-358.
April  22

No Class: Semester Break

April  29


Party Systems

Seymour Martin Lipset and Stein Rokkan, ”Cleavage Structures, Party Systems, and Voter Alignments,” in Peter Mair (ed.), The West European Party Systems Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990, 91-138.

Giovanni Sartori, “A Typology of Party Systems,” in Peter Mair (ed.), The West European Party Systems  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990, 316-349.

Peter Mair, “Comparing Party Systems,” in Lawrence LeDuc et,al (eds.), Comparing Democracies 2  London: Sage, 2002, 88-107. 

Scott Mainwaring, “Party Systems in the Third Wave,” Journal of Democracy , 67-81.

May 6


Elections and Electoral Systems

Bingham G. Powell, Elections as Instruments of Democracy, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2000, 3-19.

Andre Blais and Louis Massicotte, “Electoral Systems,” in Lawrence LeDuc et.al (eds.), Comparing Democracies 2  London: Sage, 2002, 40-69. 
Maurice Duverger, “Duverger’s Law: Forty years Later,” in Bernard Grofman and Arend Lijphart (eds.), Electoral Laws and their Political Consequences New York; Agathon Press, 1986, 69-84.

Donald L, Horowitz, “Electoral Systems: A Premier for Decision Makers,” Journal of Democracy (October 2003), 114-127.

May 13


Executive-Legislative Relations: Presidential and Parliamentary Systems

Arend Lijphart, Patterns of Democracy New Haven: Yale University Press, 1999, 116-142.

Juan J. Linz, “The Perils of  Presidentialism,” in Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.(eds.), The Global Resurgence of Democracy Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996, 124-142. 
Matthew Soberg Shugart  and John M. Carey, Presidents and Assemblies: Constitutional Designs and Electoral Dynamics  New York: Cambridge University Press, 1992, 28-54. 

Alfred Stepan and Cindy Skach, “Constitutional Frameworks and Democratic Consolidation: Parliamentarism versus Presidentialism,” World Politics 46:1 (1993), 1-22.

May 20


Government Formation and Democratic Stability

Michael Gallagher et al ., Representative Government in Modern Europe Second Ed. New York: McGraw Hill, 1995, 301-335.

 Arendt Lijphart, Patterns of Democracy  New Haven: Yale University Press, 1999, 90-115.

Carol Mershon, “The Costs of Coalition: Coalition Theories and Italian Governments,” American Political Science Review 90:2 (1996), 534-554.

May 27


Conclusions
