Law and Ethics 

SPS 303 A 

(Spring 2021)
Instructor: Nedim Nomer  (Office hours: Friday 13:30-14:30; fass1052)

Section Leaders: Umut Koray İmamoğlu, Nuhat Muğurtay, Şeyma Topçu, Ahmet Gül
Course Description:
This course examines some of the key ideas and concepts that shape academic and non-academic debates about law and ethics.  It begins with a general discussion of law and morality and of the way they relate to each other.  Then it goes on to elucidate some basic features of modern legal systems, such as judicial review and human rights.
Course Requirements:
a) First examination (40 % of the final grade)

b) Second examination (40 % of the final grade)

c) Section grade will make up 20% of the final grade and it will be based on your participation in class discussions, and unspecified number of unannounced and quizzes.
The aim of section meetings is to achieve an open discussion on issues covered in the lectures and reading assignments. So it is important that you attend all the lectures and do the reading assignments. All the readings and power-point presentations of the lectures will be posted in the resources link of Su-Course. 
Note that there is NO FINAL exam in this class. If the students miss any of the exams offered during the semester, there will be ONE SINGLE makeup exam during the period of “final” exams for both exams.
 During the exams, your webcam and microphone should be on during the exam. In the case of non-compliance with this and other declared exam procedures, your exam will be void. So before each exam, make sure to check that your webcam and microphone function properly

Schedule of Lectures, Exams and Reading Assignments:

Feb 26

Introduction
I. Law and Morality: 

Mar 5

*M. L. King, “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” 1-9
*T. Hobbes, “Of the Rights of the Sovereigns by Institution,” The Leviathan, Oxford UP (1991): 121-129.
*H. L. A. Hart, “Law and Morals,” The Concept of Law, Oxford UP (1992): 184-200.
II. The Rule of Law:
Mar 12
*J. Raz, “The rule of law and its virtue,” The Authority of Law: Essays on Law and Morality, Oxford UP (2009): 210–229. 

III. Judicial Review and the Constitutional Court:
Mar 19

*D. Kyritsis, “Constitutional Review in Representative Democracy,” Oxford 
Journal of Legal Studies, 32/2 (2012): 297-312
*N. F. Garcia-Herreros, “Legality, Legitimacy, and Democratic Constitution Making,” Jus Cogens, 1/1 (2019): 97-109
IV. Democracy:
Mar 26
*R. Dahl, “What Institutions does Large-Scale Democracy Require?,”
Political Science Quarterly, 120/2, 187-197

*R. Dahl, “Pluralism Revisited,” Comparative Politics, 10/2, 191-203
Apr 1

*A. Ljphart, “Constitutional Choices for New Democracies,” Journal of De

mocracy, 2/1, 72-84
Apr 9

Midterm Exam
V. Rights:

Apr 16
*J. Waldron, “Rights,” Theories of Rights, ed. J. Waldron, Oxford UP (1984): 575-583
VI. Justice and Equality:
Apr 23
*J. Rawls, “Justice as Fairness,” excerpted from A Theory of Justice, Harvard UP (1971)
VII. Justice and Gender:
Apr 30
Williams. Social Justice. Blackwell, (2004): 203-217

*Three Waves of Feminism (video, 7 mins) (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZfbDI5MWaE)

VIII. Religion in Public Life:
May 7
*R. Audi, “The Separation of Church and State and the Obligations of Citizenship,” Philosophy and Public Affairs, 17/3 (1989):  259-296
May 14
No Class

IX. Punishment, Compensation and Reconciliation

May 21
M. Wenzel, et. al, Retributive and Restorative Justice,” Law and Human Behavior, 32/5 (2008), 375-398.

M. Hay, “Grappling with the Past: The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of South Africa,” African Journal of Conflict Resolution, v.1 (1999): 31-51.

X. The End of Democracy and the Rule of Law?

Jan 8
*S.Levitsky & L Way, “The Rise of Competitive Authoritarianism, Journal of Democracy, 13/2 (2002): 51-65


*R.S.Foa & Y. Mounk, “The Democratic Disconnect,” Journal of Democracy, 27/3 (2016): 5-17
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