Law and Ethics (SPS 303 B)
(Spring 2023)
Instructor: Nedim Nomer (Office hours: Friday 13:30-14:30; fass1052)

Section Leaders: Zeynep Özge Iğdır, Yüksel Kılıç, Etrit Shkreli, Rodi Yılmaz
Course Description:
This course is a survey of some ideas and concepts that shape academic and non-academic debates about law, ethics, and politics. Its aim is to help students to think about and evaluate social, political and legal processes in a systematic way. Topics include rule of law, rights, democracy, justice, gender, and environmental politics.
Course Requirements:
a) First examination (45 % of the final grade)

b) Second examination (45 % of the final grade)

c) Section grade will make up 10% of the final grade and it will be based on your participation in class discussions, the questions you send before each session, and a short paragraph that you will write after each session.
The aim of section meetings is to achieve a deeper understanding of issues and questions covered in the lectures and reading assignments. So it is important that you attend all the lectures and do the reading assignments. All the readings and power-point presentations of the lectures will be posted in the resources link of Su-Course. 
Please note that the date of the second examination will be scheduled by the student resources and it will take place during the period of final exams. However, the second exam will NOT be a final exam in that it will be about topics that we cover after the first exam.

If the students miss any of the exams offered during the semester for a legitimate reason, they can take the makeup exam. However, there will be only ONE makeup exam and it will be cumulative. It will be offered during the finals. There is no make-up exam for those who miss their make-up exam.
Schedule of Lectures, Exams and Reading Assignments:

Mar 3
 
Introduction
I. Current State of Societies Around the World
Mar 10
*Steven Levitsky & Lucan Way, “The Rise of Competitive Authoritarianism, Journal of Democracy, 13/2 (2002), pp.51-65


*Roberto S. Foa & Yascha Mounk, “The Democratic Disconnect,” Journal of Democracy, 27/3 (2016), pp.5-17
Mar 17
*Cas Mudde & Cristobal R.Kaltwasser, Populism: A very short Introduction, Oxford UP (2009), pp.79-96
II. Democratic Institutions
Mar 24

*Robert Dahl, “What Institutions does Large-Scale Democracy Require?”
Political Science Quarterly, 120/2 (2005), pp.187-197


*Robert Dahl, “Pluralism Revisited,” Comparative Politics, 10/2 (1978), pp.191-203
Mar 31
*Joseph Raz, “The rule of law and its virtue,” The Authority of Law: Essays on Law and Morality, Oxford UP (2009), pp.210–229. 

Apr 7
*John Ferejohn, “Judicializing Politics, Policizing Law,” Law and Contemporary Problems, 65/3 (2002), pp.41-68
III. Rights:

Apr 14
*Jeremy Waldron, “Rights,” Theories of Rights, ed. J. Waldron, Oxford UP (1984), pp.575-583

Apr 16

Midterm Exam (in class)

IV. Justice and Equality:

Apr 28
*John Rawls, “Justice as Fairness,” excerpt from A Theory of Justice, Harvard UP (1971)

May 5 
*Susan M. Okin, “Family: Gender and Justice” in Clayton, Matthew, and Andrew Williams. Social Justice. Blackwell, (2004): 203-217
May 12
*Irene Bloemraad, Anne Korteweg, and Gökçe Yurdakul, “Citizenship and Immigration: Multiculturalism, Assimilation, and Challenges to the Nation-State” Annual Review of Sociology, 34/1 (2008), pp.153-179
*Shelley Wilcox, “Immigation and Borders,” in the Bloomsbury Companion to Political Philosophy, ed. Andrew Fiala, London (2015), pp.183-197

May 19
*Stephen Gardiner, “A Perfect Storm: Climate Change, Intergenerational Ethics and the Problem of Moral Corruption, Environmental Value, 15/3 (2006), pp.397-413

*Robert Keohane, “The Global Politics of Climate Change: Challenge for Political Science,” PS: Political Science and Politics, 48/1 (2015), pp.19-26  
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