CULT 453/553: Spaces of Migration
Spring 2025

Wednesdays 09:40-10:30 at FASS 2031 
Thursdays 09:40-11:30 at FASS 2031

Aslı İkizoğlu Erensü
asli.ikizoglu@sabanciuniv.edu
Office: FASS 2024
Office Hours: By appointment


Course Description

This course explores how migratory movements and attempts at their regulation produce space. Accordingly, we will be looking into (i) imaginaries and representations of movement, (ii) spaces that come into being as states try to stop, slow down or control migrants/refugees before they arrive at borders, (iii) spaces that serve to gather, sort out and manage migrants/refugees upon arrival, and (iv) spaces that migrants/refugees create as they strive to stay.

Course Requirements

	Undergraduates
	%
	Graduates
	%

	 Attendance & Participation 
	5%
	Attendance & Participation 
	5%

	Discussion Questions
	20%
	(Two) Book reviews
	20%

	Midterm Exam
	25%
	Midterm Take-Home 
	25%

	Exercise I: Migration as Problem? 
	5%
	Exercise I: Migration as Problem?
	5%

	Exercise II: Current Migration Affairs
	5%
	Exercise II: Current Migration Affairs
	5%

	Exercise III: Link Your Major to Migration Studies 
	5%
	Exercise III: Link Your Discipline to Migration Studies
	5%

	Final Exam
	35%
	Final Paper
	35%



(everyone) Attendance & Participation (5%): I expect each student to come to class having read the required material and to actively participate in class discussions. Attendance will be taken in class, starting in W3. You are allowed to miss three classes without an excuse. Any unexcused absences beyond that would be reflected in your grade. If you miss more than eleven classes, you will be ineligible for an attendance grade.

(undergraduates) Discussion Questions (20%): Between W3 and W14, at the beginning of each Wednesday class, students will form discussion groups to answer the discussion questions I will hand out. Please make sure a group member notes down the answers to be posted on SUCourse+.

(graduates) Book reviews (Two book reviews, each 10% adding up to 20%): Among the sources for your final paper, please make sure there are two book-length works, for which you can write a review. First review due by beginning of W9, second review due by beginning of W13.

(everyone) Midterm Exam (25%): Undergraduates will have a physical exam in W7. The exam will consist of two short-essay questions. Graduates will have a take-home midterm in the same week.

(everyone) Exercise I: Migration as Problem? (5%): Please write three ways in which you think migration poses a problem and how states attempt to solve these problems. One paragraph for each problem. Upload on SUCourse+ by noon on Tuesday, Feb. 25.

(everyone) Exercise II: Current Migration Affairs (5%): Please select a country to exemplify one of the ways in which migration poses a problem that you identified in Exercise I. Find three recent (within a year) news articles that address how the problem is experienced and dealt with in this country (prefer articles which represent multiple sides and views, including migrants/refugees or activists working on their behalf). One paragraph summary of each news article. Upload on SUCourse+ by noon on Tuesday, Mar. 25.

(everyone) Exercise III: Link Your Major/Discipline to Migration Studies (5%): Please discuss in a single page how your major/discipline may contribute to the understanding of and government of migration. Think about what your major measures or produces as technology. Upload on SUCourse+ by noon on Tuesday, May 13.

(undergraduates) Final Exam (35%): We will have an exam in the finals week – date and location to be determined by Student Resources. The exam will consist of three short-essay questions. 

(graduates) Final Paper (35%): Graduate students are expected to write 10-12 double-spaced pages on a topic that they choose, which builds on the course material. Please first submit on SUCourse by W5 a paper proposal along with a selection of sources you will use (minimum five.) The actual paper needs to be uploaded on SUCourse+ by June 2nd.

Grade Catalog

	90 and above: A 
(A-’s are automatically rounded up to A)
	89-86: B+
	77-74: C+
	64-60: D+
	Below 50: F

	
	85-82: B
	73-70: C
	
	

	
	81-78: B-
	69-65: C-
	59-50: D
	



Note on Plagiarism: Please do not plagiarize, it is so not worth it! If you are caught plagiarizing, I will follow the disciplinary measures stipulated in the relevant University policy.

Late submission policy: For everyday that an assignment is late, 5% of total possible points will be deducted.

Extra-Credit Policy: No extra-credit opportunities will be available.




Reading List

All readings will be available on SUCourse+. 

W1 (Feb. 5-6) Introduction

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89jS8FRkRCI

W2 (Feb. 12) What is migration? – no class on Feb. 13, instructor away for workshop

de Haas, H. (2021) A theory of migration: the aspirations-capabilities framework. CMS 9(8): 1-35. 

W3 (Feb. 19-20) Migranticization

Dahinden, J. (2025) Migranticization. Elgar Encyclopedia of Global Migration.

Scheel, S. & M. Tazzioli (2022) Who is a migrant? Abandoning the nation-state point of view in the study of migration. Migration Politics 1(2), https://doi.org/10.21468/MigPol.1.1.002. 

W4 (Feb. 26-27) Problematizing migration: Security?

Karamanidou, L. (2015) The Securitisation of European Migration Policies: Perceptions of Threat and Management of Risk. In G. Lazaridis & K. Wadia (eds.) The Securitisation of Migration in the EU (pp. 37-61). Palgrave.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4jHINWra2ec (First 30 minutes of Polly Pallister-Wilkins introducing her book)

W5 (Mar. 5-6) Spatial imaginaries

Osseiran, S. (2017) “Europe” from “Here”: Syrian Migrants/Refugees in Istanbul and Imagined Migrations into and within “Europe”. In N. de Genova (ed.) The Borders of Europe (pp. 185-209). Duke University Press.

Watkins, J. (2017) Australia’s irregular migration information campaigns: border externalization, spatial imaginaries, and extraterritorial subjugation. Territory, Politics, Governance, 5(3): 282-303.

W6 (Mar. 12-13) Journeys and their maps

H. van Houtum & R. B. Lacy (2020) “The migration map trap: On the invasion arrows in the cartography of migration”, Mobilities, 15(2): 196-219. 

A. Campos-Delgado (2018) “Counter-mapping migration: irregular migrants’ stories through cognitive mapping”, Mobilities, 13(4): 488-504.

W7 No class on Mar. 19. Midterm on Mar. 20.

W8 (Mar. 26-27) Pre-arrival spatial solutions: Transit countries

F. Düvell (2014) “Transit Migrations in the European Migration Spaces: Politics, Determinants and Dynamics”, in Transit Migration in Europe (eds. F. Düvell et al), Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, pp. 209-236.

İçduygu, A. & D. Yükseker (2012) “Rethinking transit migration in Turkey: Reality and re-presentation in the creation of a migratory phenomenon”, Population, Space and Place, 18 (4): 441-456.

W9 (Apr. 9-10) Pre-arrival spatial solutions: Camps

Weima, Y., & Hyndman, J. (2019) Managing displacement: negotiating transnationalism, encampment and return. In K. Mitchell, R. Jones and J. Fluri (eds.) Handbook on Critical Geographies of Migration (pp.30-44). Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing.

Fiddian-Qasmiyeh, E. (2019). Memories and Meanings of Refugee Camps (and more-than-camps). In E. Cox et al (eds.) Refugee Imaginaries: Research Across the Humanities (pp. 289-310). Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. 

W10 (Apr. 16-17) Post-arrival spatial solutions: Asylum-seeker accommodation 

P. Hynes (2009) Contemporary Compulsory Dispersal and the Absence of Space for the Restoration of Trust. Journal of Refugee Studies, 22(1): 97–121. 

M. Zill et al (2021) Living in a ‘free jail’: Asylum-seekers’ and local residents’ experiences of discomfort with asylum seeker accommodation. Political Geography, 91, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polgeo.2021.102487. 

W11 (Apr.24) (No class on Apr.23) Post-arrival spatial solutions: Detention and deportation

N. Hiemstra (2012) Geopolitical Reverberations of US Migrant Detention and Deportation: The View from Ecuador. Geopolitics, 17(2): 293-311.

Khosravi, S. (2016) Deportation as a Way of Life for Young Afghan Men. In R. Furman, D. Epps & G. Lamphear (eds.) Detaining the Immigrant Other (pp. 169-182). OUP.

W12 (Apr.30) (No class on May 1) Problematizing migration: Integration? 

Ager, A. & Strang, A. (2008) Understanding Integration: A Conceptual Framework. Journal of Refugee Studies, 21(2): 166-191.

Schinkel, W. (2013) The imagination of ‘society’ in measurements of immigrant integration. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 36(7): 1142-1161.

W13 (May 7-8) Homemaking

Boccagni, P. & Hondagneu-Sotelo, P. (2021) Integration and the struggle to turn space into “our” place: Homemaking as a way beyond the stalemate of assimilationism vs. transnationalism. International Migration, 61: 154-167.

Gedalof, I. (2007). Unhomely Homes: Women, Family and Belonging in UK Discourses of Migration and Asylum. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 33(1), 77–94.

W14 (May 14-15) Spaces of encounter

Matejskova, T. & Leitner, H. (2011) “Urban encounters with difference: the contact hypothesis and immigrant integration projects in eastern Berlin”, Social & Cultural Geography, 12(7): 717-741.

W15 (May 21-22) Wrap-up



