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Hist 191-Y / Principles of Atatürk and the History of the Turkish Revolution I 

2024-2025 Spring 
 

  
Lectures: On campus on Thursday/ 10.40-12.30 

FASS 1011 
                           

Instructor: 
Berna Kamay Ulusay berna.kamay@sabanciuniv.edu ​             

     ​   
Office Hours: Can be arranged by email 

  
Coordinator: 

                    ​ Berna Kamay Ulusay berna.kamay@sabanciuniv.edu 
  

Technical Assistant: 
Burhan İzgin             ​ burhan.izgin@sabanciuniv.edu  

  
Course Description: HIST 191 provides a comprehensive academic perspective on the history 
of the late Ottoman Empire and the societies that lived under its rule. HIST 191 is designed as 
complementary to HIST 192, which follows-up the content and timeline introduced in HIST 191 
course, in a thematic order, by reflecting on major milestones in the history of the Ottoman 
Empire from the early 19th century up to the end of World War I. Taking the history of the late 
Ottoman Empire at its center, HIST 191 offers an interdisciplinary approach by relying on other 
disciplines including the history of human civilization, political science, economy, and sociology. 
Besides, the content of HIST 191 is strongly related to the content of TLL 101. The thematic 
structure and the chronological framework of these separate courses follow parallel trajectories. 
To that end, the course provides a chance to relate the historical content of HIST 191 to the 
literary works that are studied in TLL 101. Finally, this course aims to teach academic literacy, 
source criticism and fact-checking as integrated skills while dealing with the content material. 

Course Goals: Considering its comparative and thematic content, HIST 191 course aims to 
provide the means to comprehend the history of the late Ottoman Empire in the context of 
broader world history. This course aims to investigate the political, cultural, and economic 
developments that took place in the last century of the Ottoman empire. Another objective of this 
course is to help the students to acquire a cultural and historical background. 

 

 



Grading: The components of the grading are as follows: 

In-class Quiz   :                       30%                                                15% x 2 Quiz                     
Midterm Exam  :                   ​ 30%                                                                                                            
Final Exam   ​ :                     ​ 40%                                                                                                      
Bonus Assignment    ​ :       ​ 5%         ​ Historical Site Video Presentation​ 5% 

  
Course Requirements: Students are expected to attend the lectures regularly on time. HIST 191 
course has a 10-minute rule for the lectures and the students who miss the first 10 minutes of the 
lectures are not allowed into the lecture hall. These students are able to attend the second hour of 
the class after the break. Attendance is not mandatory for HIST 191 course.  However, the 
students who do not attend classes without a valid and official reason may miss the in-class 
quizzes and that may cause them to lose up to 30% of the total course grade.   
  
Students are expected to complete the assigned weekly readings before coming to the class, 
which are available online on the SuCourse system. In some weeks, audial and visual materials 
may also be assigned through SuCourse for the review of the students. As a part of the course 
requirements, students have to take one midterm exam, one final exam, and the in-class quizzes 
on time to complete the course successfully. 
  
 Course Components: 
  
Midterm and Final Exam: 
  
HIST 191 course has two examinations, the midterm exam and the final exam. These exams will 
be held in-class on campus. Exam evaluations will be based on the assessment of how the 
students comprehend and analyze the content of the lectures and produce their own arguments by 
using the course materials that are uploaded into the system and their notes on the lectures that 
they attend. The specific details regarding the exam logistics and format will be announced 
before the exam dates. 
 
Important: During the exams, students are only allowed to have pencils, pens, erasers, water, 
and napkins. All other belongings will be left in a corner of the exam room. All electronic 
devices must be switched off. Any student violating these rules will receive 0 points for that 
exam. 
  
 
 
 
 



In-Class Quiz: 
 
There will be 2 quizzes during the semester, which account for 30% of the total course grade. 
These quizzes will take place during the 6th and 13th weeks during the lecture hours. Students 
will be responsible for all course content covered up to the class period when the quizzes are 
held. The quizzes will have open-ended questions provided on printed exam sheets. The purpose 
of these questions is to evaluate students' comprehension and interpretation skills of the course 
they are following. The quiz papers and grade results will be accessible via the Gradescope 
platform and will be announced there to the students.  
 
Bonus Assignment (Historical Site Visit Video): 

Students who wish to complete this bonus assignment are expected to visit one of the historical 
places listed in the assignment guide and make a video of at least two minutes in that place. In 
this video, the student should give (1) general information about the event/place, (2) the 
historical background of the event/place, (3) what caught their attention, (4) their analysis of this 
historical site in line with the course content and the historical importance of this place. 

The deadline for this assignment is May 21 Friday, 23:55. Late submission is not possible for 
this assignment. The list of places that can be visited for this assignment and further information 
about the assignment can be found in the “Bonus Assignment Guide” folder. 

 Grading Scale: 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

90-100 A 
86-89 A- 

82-85 B+ 

78-81 B 

74-77 B- 

70-73 C+ 

66-69 C 

62-65 C- 

58-61 D+ 

54-57 D 

0-53 F 



Academic Integrity: Cases of plagiarism and cheating will automatically be penalized with a 0 
(zero) from the assignment/examination and the entire grade component related to that 
assignment/examination. In addition to that, these cases will be directly referred to the Dean’s 
Office for disciplinary action. For the university’s Academic Integrity Statement, see: 
http://www.sabanciuniv.edu/en/academic-integrity-statement 
 
Make-up Policy: Make-ups are only allowed for the students who submit a medical report 
approved by the Sabancı University Health Center. Students who have a valid health report for 
the midterm and final exams on the relevant exam dates can take a make-up exam at the end of 
the semester. Students with an official leave of absence document approved by the Rectorate can 
take a make-up exam. The make-up exam will be cumulative, meaning that students will be 
responsible for the content of the entire course in the makeup exam. The format of the make-up 
exam may vary from the midterm or final exam. The grade received from the make-up exam will 
be counted for the grade of the exam for which the student is officially excused. 
  
In case the students could/would not attend the midterm and final exams with an official health 
report from or approved by the University Health Center, the grade of the make-up exam will be 
accepted instead of both exam grades. 
 
No make-ups are allowed for Bonus assignments. 
  
Students who have a valid health report approved by the Sabancı University Health Center or 
official leave of absence document approved by the Rectorate for the quiz days can take a 
make-up quiz at the end of the semester. The grade received from the make-up quiz will be 
counted for the grade of the quiz day for which the student is officially excused. The students 
will be responsible for all the topics covered throughout the semester for the make-up quiz. 
 
In case the students could/would not attend the both quizzes with an official health report from or 
approved by the University Health Center, the grade of the  make-up quiz will be accepted 
instead of both quiz grades. 
 
Objection Policy: Students who want to use their right to object to exam grades and quizzes 
must schedule an appointment during the office hours organized by the teaching assistants. After 
the feedback he/she receives, he/she has the right to take his/her objection to the course 
coordinator. Students who do not complete this step do not have the right to bring their 
objections directly to the course coordinator. The exam grade and quiz grade obtained as a result 
of the objection may be higher or lower than the initial assessment grade. 
 
  

http://www.sabanciuniv.edu/en/academic-integrity-statement


AI-based Technologies in Education: In the HIST courses you are only allowed to use AI tools 
when explicitly indicated by your course instructors. Please read “FDD's Position Statement on 
AI-Based Technologies in Education” to guide you in deciding if and when to use AI tools in 
academic contexts:  
 
https://fdd.sabanciuniv.edu/en/peers/ai-statement  
 
 
IMPORTANT:  
 

1.​ It is strictly forbidden to record, distribute or share course content (including the lectures) 
without permission from the course instructors. 
 

2.​ Amendments could be made to this syllabus. Please follow email and SUCourse 
announcements throughout the semester. 
 

3.​ Students should conduct their office hours during the feedback/objection sessions with 
their teaching assistants in a formal manner and with mutual respect. 

 
 

Course Outline and Readings 

Week 1 -  13 February 

Lecture 1:  ​ An Overview of the Course Design                                                                                                    
Lecture 2:  ​ The Middle East: What Makes a Region? 

Introductory Reading:  

*Rashid Khalidi, “The ‘Middle East’ as a Framework of Analysis: Re-Mapping a Region in the 
Era of Globalization,” Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East , 18(1) 
(1998), 74-81. 

Week 2  -  20 February 

Lecture 1: The Ottoman Empire at the Start of the 19th Century                                                                               
Lecture 2: The Impact of the Napoleonic Campaigns 

* William L. Cleveland, and Martin Bunton, A History of the Modern Middle East, (Westview 
Press, 2009), 42-51. 

https://fdd.sabanciuniv.edu/en/peers/ai-statement


*Jay Mens, “ ‘From the Indus to Constantinople’: the Napoleonic Wars and the Evolution of 
‘Middle East’, 1798-1809,” Asian Affairs, 51(4) (2020), 795-816.  
 
Week 3 -  27 February 
 
Lecture 1: The Rise of Muhammad Ali in Egypt                                                                                                       
Lecture 2: The Birth of Ottoman Reform Era (1808 - 1839)    

* Cleveland, and Burton, A History of the Modern Middle East, 64-80.                                                 

Primary Source:  

*“Rifa’a Tahtawi Reflects on Paris, Its People, Their Ideas, and Lives in the 1820s,” in Sources 
in the History of the Modern Middle East, Akram Fouad Khater (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
2004), 58-61. 

                                                                                                                                                                
Week 4 – 6 March 

Lecture 1&2: The Tanzimat (1839): Modernity in Rhetoric or Practice?                                                                  

* Carter V. Findley, “The Tanzimat,” in The Cambridge History of Turkey, Vol. 4, ed. by Reşat 
Kasaba, (Cambridge University Press, 2008), 11-37. 

Primary Source: 

* James L. Gelvin, “Hatt-ı Sharif of Gulhane,” in The Modern Middle East: A History, (Oxford 
University Press, 2011), 159-161. 

Week 5 -  13 March 

Lecture 1:  “The Eastern Question,” &  the Contest of Imperialism                                                            
Lecture 2:   Expansion of European Trade   

* Nazan Çiçek, The Young Ottomans: Turkish Critics of the Eastern Question in the Late 
Nineteenth Century, (I.B. Tauris: London, 2010), 126-152. 

Week 6 - 20 March 

Lecture 1: Religious Strife and Sectarianism in the Middle East                                                          
Lecture 2: Young Ottomans and Ottomanism 

*Ussama Makdisi, “The Mythology of the Sectarian Middle East,” Research Paper, Edward P. 
Djerejan Center for the Middle East (Feb. 13, 2017), 1-10.  



Primary Source: 

* Robert G. Landan: “The Young Ottoman: Namık Kemal’s ‘Progress,’ 1872,” in the Modern 
Middle East: A Sourcebook for History, 406-410. 
 

*The first quiz will take place this week during the lecture session. 

Week 7 - 27 March 

Lecture 1:   The Reign of Abdulhamid II                                                                                                                   
Lecture 2:   Red Sultan or Benevolent Caliph? 

* Benjamin Fortna, “The Reign of Abdülhamid II,” in The Cambridge History of Turkey, Vol. 
4ed. Reşat Kasaba (Cambridge University Press, 2008), 38-61.  

                                         31 March - 4 April SPRING BREAK 

Week 8  - 10 April 

Lecture 1:  Intellectuals in Opposition: The Ottoman Empire and Iran                                                                     
Lecture 2:  Constitutionalism: The Ottoman Empire and Iran    

* Cleveland, and Burton, A History of the Modern Middle East, 133-148. 
 
Primary Source: 
 
*”Mirza Malkum Khan Satirizes Iran’s Central Government and Religious Elites, 1880s,” in 
Sources in the History of the Modern Middle East, Akram Fouad Khater (Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin, 2004), 17-24. 
 
Midterm exam date and hour will be announced on Sucourse 

Week 9 - 17 April 

Lecture 1:   Intellectual Movements and Nahda in the Ottoman Empire                                                                   
Lecture 2:   Social Movements in the Ottoman Empire 

 
*  Doğan Çetinkaya, The Young Turks and the Boycott Movement: Nationalism, Protest and the 
Working Classes in the Formation of Modern Turkey (I.B. Tauris, ), 204-230. 



Week 10 - 24 April 

Lecture 1:   Children in the Ottoman Empire                                                                                                      
Lecture 2:   Women’s movement in the Ottoman Empire 

* Nazan Maksudyan, Orphans and Destitute Children in the Late Ottoman Empire, (Syracuse: 
Syracuse University Press, 2014), 1-17. 
 
*Zafer Toprak, "The Family, Feminism and the State during the Young Turk Period, 1908- 
1918", in Première Rencontre Internationale sur l 'Empire Ottoman et la Turquie Moderne 
(Istanbul- Paris: Editions ISIS, 1991), 441-452. 

Week 11 - 1 May (Official Holiday) (Recording) 

Lecture 1 & 2: Nationalism in the Ottoman Empire  

*Ebru Boyar, “Nations and Nationalism in the Late Ottoman Empire,” in The Cambridge History 
of Nationhood and Nationalism (Cambridge University Press, 2023), 24-42.                                                           

* Primary Source: 

Barak Salmoni, “Excerpts from Üç Tarz-ı Siyaset (Three Kinds of Politics) by Akçuraoğlu Yusuf, 
1904, in The Modern Middle East: A Sourcebook for History, 320-330.  

Week 12 – 8 May 

Lecture 1: The Balkan Wars I - II                                                                                                                               
Lecture 2:  Prelude to World War I 

* Richard C. Hall, The Balkan Wars 1912-1913, (London, Routledge, 2000), 1-21. 

Week 13 - 15 May 

Lecture 1:  The Long World-War and Ottoman Front                                                                                            
Lecture 2:  Post Ottoman Order: Change of Map and Demography     

* Robert Gerwarth, Erez Manela, “The Great War as a Global War: Imperial Conflict and the 
Reconfiguration of World Order, 1911–1923,” Diplomatic History, Volume 38, Issue 4, 
September (2014), 786–800.   
 
*Primary Source: 
  
Robert G. Landen, “The Ottoman home front, a German correspondent’s remarks, 1917,” 
411-443. 



*The second quiz will take place this week during the lecture session. 

 

Week 13 - (May 21 - Friday, 23:55) - Bonus “Historical Site Visit Video” 

 

Final Exam (In the finals week, date will be announced on SUCourse) 

 


